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XLVIII. An Account of a Cafe^ in which 
Green Hemlock was applied : In a Letter 
to the Rt. Hon. Hugh Lord Willoughby of 
Parham, F. P. of the R. S. by Mr. Joliah 
Colebrook, F. R. S. 

My Lord, 
Read Dec. 15, TT Take the liberty, from the friend-- 
'^ ^* X ^ip y^^ ^^'^ pleafed to honour me 
with, to addrefs the enclofed cafe to your Lordftiip, 
and hope you will think it worth communicating 
to the Royal Society. It is a bare relation of mat- 
ters of fa€t, moft of them within my own know- 
ledge, the others attefted by perfons whofe veracity 
I can depend on. As the hemlock taken in this 
manner gave great relief to this poor woman, la- 
bouring under the moft dreadful difeafe human na- 
ture is lia|>le to 1 it may be attended with the fame 
fuceefs to other perfons, in the fame circum- 
ftances. 

I am well aflured your Lordfliip rejoices at every 
opportunity of doing good to mankind, by com- 
municating any beneficial difcoveries of your own, 
or your friends ; among whom you will excufe my 
vanity in placing myfelf, who am, 

with the greateft refpe£t, 
your Lordfliip'a 

moft humble Servant, 

J. Colebrook, 

ANN 
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ANN James of the pariiOb of Boughton Mon- 
^^ chelfey in Kent, aged 55 years, a married wo- 
man, had for fome years complained of a pain, 
and hard lump in each breaft. In September 1762 
file afked my advice about them : upon examining 
them I found a very hard fchirrus in each breaft : 
that in the left breaft, had the mamillary glands 
indurated and knobbed like ramifications toward 
the axilla, a little adhefion to the pedtoral mufcle^ 
was as big as a turkey's egg, and fhe was under 
daily apprehenfions, that it would break. That in 
the right breaft was not near fo large, or had 
ramifications nor adhered like the other. She com- 
plained of moft excruciating ftabbing pains in both 
breafts, which prevented h-er having any reft in the 
night, and made her fo very miferable all day, whe- 
ther fhe lay down, ftood, fat, or walked, that fhe 
was unable, not only to go out to work, but even 
to do any thing for her family at home, not even to 
make her own bed ; and fhe had totally loft her ap- 
petite : her ufual employ was fpinning, wafhing, 
brewing, and what we in London call the bufinefs 
of a chairwoman. The breafts were but little dif- 
coloured, but the pains fhe defcribed, awd the ra- 
mifications attending the fchirrus, in the left breaft, 
induced me to pronounce it a cancer. 

^ I advifed her to take the green hemlock, viz. 
cicuta major vulgaris caule maculofo j mince it with 
parfly (to difguife the tafl:e) and eat it with bread 
and butter twice or three times in a day, the third 
part of a leaf, or one of the three divifions, which 
are in each leaf, at a time s that her conftant drink 
5 fhould 
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lliould be lime water and milki that flie iliould take 
as maoy millepedes every day, as her ftomach would 
bear, or fhe could get, that her body fhould be kept 
open by Rhubarb, or Magnelia, as occafion required 1 
that ftie fhould have an iffue in her arm, and lofe 
fix or eight ounces of blood once in fix or eight weeks, 
if her pains continued. 

A good lady in the neighbourhood, whofe huma- 
nity is only to be equalled by her good fenfe, gene- 
roufly promifed to fee, that fhc purfued this regimen, 
and from time to time give me an account of the 
fuccefs. 

I defired a leaf might be weighed, that I might 
afcertain the quantity of each dole, and found fhe 
took fifteen grains of the green plant three times in 
a day : finding it agree with her ftomach, and that it 
eafed her pains, tfiough it caufed a tingling to her 
fingers ends : flhe encreafed the quantity. In the be- 
ginning of November flie had a very large menftrual 
difcharge, which had not happened to her for many 
years before^ the fcWrrus was much leflened, and her 
pains were confiderably abated. 

About the end of November flie found her breaft 
more fwellcd, and the pain more acute than it had 
been for fix weeks before, had a reftleffiiefs, giddi- 
nefs in her head, and weight over her eyesi the dif- 
charge of the iflTue fl:opped, and a violent humour 
came all round the orifice. As I had defired a little 
blood might be taken away, if occafion required it, 
flie was bled about the lafl: day of November, on 
which fhe fainted away, and afiierwards had fainting 
fits two or three times in a day, great ficknefs at her 
ftomach, and fometimes bled at the nofe. On theft 

fymptoms 
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iy mptoms coming on, notwithftanding ihe had 
tak^n fomewhat purgative twice in a week, from 
from her firft beginning to take the hemlock, it 
was thought proper to fufpend the taking the hem- 
lock for fonie days. 

I then ordered her an infufion of the cortex Pe- 
ruvianus an ounce, in powder, to a quart of fpring 
water, to let it ftand three or four days, fhaking it 
every day; and then that fhe ihould take three 
Ipoonfuls, twice in a day ; that fhe (hould repeat 
the hemlock in the fame quantity £he took at the 
firft ; that {he fhould not again exceed that quan- 
tity on any account i and that ihe fliould continue 
the lime-water and the millepedes* 

About the latter end of December flie had a re- 
gular appearance of lier menfes, but very moderate^ 
her pains were very much abated, and the fehirrus 
much lefs, though flie often complained of a fwim- 
raing in her liead, and a reftleunefs in the night. 
From this time, viz. the end of December, (ha 
continued mending in all refpe<fls fo much, that 
I heard nothing of her 'till Marcli 1763 1 when 
Mrs. Savage (the lady under whofe inipeftion ftic 
took the Jhemlock) came to London, and told me, 
that Ana James was furprizingly recovered 1 that 
her cance? was much leflen^f that fhe could 
ufc her arms, work for herfelf and family, and that 
her pains were fo much abated, that fhe was quite 




in SeptemT^er lafl I was at Bough ton, faw her, 
and examined her breafts : the fchirrus in her left 
bi^afl was not half fo big as when I faw it before i; 
the ramifications were all gone, and it did not at 
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all adHere to the peftoral mufcle; Ker appetite was 
good, and fhe was able to do her bufinefs as ufual, 
and had that day I faw her been brewing : flie faid 
Ihe fometimes felt fome of thofe ftabbing pains 
fhe before complained of, but they were not fre- 
quent nor very fevere. 

The beginning of this November I had a farther 
account of her from Sir Thomas Ryder, who lives 
in that neighbourhood, and whom I defired to be 
fo kind as to iiiform me of her prefent ftate oF 
health : he with his ufual benevolence (than whom 
no man hath more) fent for the woman, and had 
the following account from herfelf 5 

That the lump in her breaft, which fhe expeft- 
ed would break, is not half fo big as it was, and 
continued decreafing -, that fhe hath great fpirits ; 
and, from being one of the moft miferable of the 
human fpecies, fhe now enjoys eafe and happinefs, 
arid can, without any great pain, do all her ufual 
bujfinefs, as wafhing, brewing, baking, and nee- 
dle-work, except fpinning, that motion flill giving 
her great pain : fhe continues to take half a drachm 
of dry hemlock twice in a day, but takes the green, 
when fhe can get it, in larger quantities. Sir Tho- 
mas adds, that fhe looks very well for a woman of 
her age. 

From th6 happy fuccefs of the hemlock in this 
inflance, it were to be wifhed it might be tried in 
fbme other fimilar cafe, and that the weight of the 
plant taken in one day (whether green or dry) 
might be particularly afcertained, which was too 
often in this cafe taken by guefsj and as the ex- 

traift 
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trad recommended by Dr, Stork in his ingenious 
tre^tife hath not, upon trial in England, been at- 
tended with the fame fuccefs it had at Vienna, 
I fhould prefer the herb itfelf to any preparation 
of it. 



I irni'i n 



XLIX, An Account of a remarkable Mete^ 
or : In a Letter to the Reverend Tho- 
mas Birch, D. D. Secret, of R. S. from 
Mr. Samuel Dunn. 



Reverend Sir, Chelfea, Dec. 9th, 1763* 

Read Dec. 1 5, TT N the Months of September and 
^1^1^ X Odober laft, on many different days, 
but always in the afternoon, when the Sun was 
nearly of the fame height above the horizon, I 
was amufed with the appearance of a kind of me*- 
teor, which I do not know that it hath been before 
taken notice of by others • As it appeared under 
nearly the fame circumftances at other times, and 
therefore may contribute towards the better un* 
derftanding the theory of a parhelion, I fhall give 
the defcription of this meteor, as it appeared the 
6th of OcSober laft, at five o*clock afternoon, A 
kind of mock Sun appeared of equal altitude with 
the real Sun about %%l^ foutherly therefrom. A 

little 



